SONJIN INTERVJU ZA BASKETWORLD.INFO
Sonja Petrovic (189-F-89) has won the 2007 FIBA Europe Young Women's Player of the Year Award in a vote involving fans and a panel of basketball experts from 25 countries. The Bourges Basket and Serbia forward received a majority of the expert votes and performed well in the fan voting as well earning her the honour won by Sandrine Gruda of France last year. Petrovic helped lead Serbia to a gold medal in the U18 European Championship Women in July and also played a key role in her country advancing to the Qualifying Round at EuroBasket Women 2007.
Basketworld.info present all basketball fans Sonja Petrovic.

BW: How did you start playing basketball?

Sonja: My sister and I were watching together basketball games during Olympic Games in Atlanta and after that we ask our father, who was at that time generally secretary of Yugoslav Basketball Federation, to make a basketball team for us.

BW: Where did you play High school and college ball? Was basketball the most popular sport in your community?

Sonja: Basketball is beside football the most popular sport in my country for a long time.Women basketball is not so popular but men is and they had a lot of successes. In school I played volleyball, and if I were not playing basketball probably I would be playing volleyball now. During high school I played in Serbia, in BC Red Star, then I left for Barcelona and now France.

BW: Tell us, please, something about your coaches and your teammates.

Sonja: I`m playing basketball for 12 years so I had a lot of coaches, around 20 and teammates.My first coach was my father and he coach me for 6 years and now my coach in Bourges is Pierre Vincent. Most of my coaches were very good and I owe them a lot. Because I am young usually around me were older and more experience teammates, but they always had understanding for me and wanted to help if I needed it.

BW: How is your life outside the basketball gym?

Sonja: I sleep a lot. When I am not sleeping or practicing, usually I am reading some book or studying for my school because I have one class more to finish.Also I spend a lot of time with my family or friends so I don't have a lot of free time.

BW: What do you want to achieve in the next few months in your career?

Sonja: I would like that we win French Championship, French Cup and to qualify for the Final Four with Bourges. Also after I would like to win some medal with my national team on FIBA European Championship U20 and to qualify with seniors on Eurobasket 2009.

BW: Who is your role model now? Please, tell us why?

Sonja: My role model were Kicanovic, Drazen Petrovic and Danira Nakic, and I watched their games and try to 'scout' them. Now, I am lucky to have great player like Cathy Melain in my team from whom I can learn a lot.

BW: Wich is the greatest moment in your career?

Sonja: I am proud to say that I accomplish a lot of things in basketball and school that are very special for me, from the first MVP awards that I get in Serbia until the last honour being Young player of the year 2007â€¦ but if I have to put something in front that will be championship that I win with my sister, when she was captain and much better player then me.

BW: 24 second on the court area?

Sonja: Enough time to give all of you because that's the only way for victory.

BW: In life 24 second area?

Sonja: Little part of life that goes really fast and after you can't go back, so use it on the right way.

BW: If you says 'Thank you? (wich one person you adress to)

Sonja: My father for basketball, my mother for caring always about me and my sister for love and being always there for me.

