SONJA PETROVIC-THE FUTURE IS HERE
I must admit it, I finished my women’s basketball season a little sad since I couldn’t manage to do a “Q & A” in person to a player that at last year’s European U18 hosted in Tenerife, let me fascinated. So was my fascination that I voted her to be the tournament’s MVP, she was no other than Sonja Petrovic.
When I know that she’d be playing for the Universitari I was very nearly to jump for joy, because I was seeing that I could interview this great young placer, and future (But as I said, the future is now) great senior player. I followed her performances every week on the web, I could see her live at the Copa de la Reina, but finally, I couldn’t talk to her and we decided to try via e-mail.

We’ve been very fortunat, since Sonja is not just a grat player, but she’s an even greater person. She agreed to answer our questions, no matter if it was via e mail, and in spite of being very busy at the moment with her studies and getting ready for a gripping. This is the result…
LOK@S: Well Sonja, this has been your first experience out of Serbia, ¿How have been the things going for you this season in Spain?

Sonja: For first year I am satisfied. When I came it was very hard, because LF is very different from Serbian league I played, it is much faster and with more shots, in Serbia plays are long and penetrations and rebounds are more important then shot. Also it was very difficult because I was the one of the youngest players in the league, but I had great support coming from my teammates and coach Silvia Font.

LOK@S: At the European U18 tournament in Tenerife Serbia caused a great impression to everybody who was watching the games, and it wasn’t totally fair that just two of you were in the best five. Being named the tournament’s MVP, what made you decide to come to Spain, particularly to Barcelona?

Sonja: In last two years and especially after U18 tournament in Tenerife I have got a lot of offers from USA universities, and several teams from Italy, Spain, France,…My mother was to keep going with school, father to go to Italy but I wanted Barcelona. Why? Because it is town who lives for sports, basketball…because very friendly people, climate,…
LOK@S: I could imagine you surely had  been tempted by some colleges at the United States, is that a chance that you are considering in a near future? Do you have any preferences?

Sonja: Yes, many colleges and universities called me but I was for Europe, and now I can’t play there maybe one day in WNBA we will see.

LOK@S: You had your parents by your side during all this brand new experience for you, how have they been supporting you in Barcelona?

Sonja: Yes, they are always supporting me. Important was that I came to Barcelona as a special case, because I was under18, and FIBA gave me permission but they said that always until I became 18 one of mine parents should be with me. And like that I was alone very little time, and that was the biggest support that they could give, just to be around for me.

LOK@S: Your father was a legendary FIBA official, is he mad at you because you haven’t been official? (Just kidding) Seriously, what has been his best piece of advice?

Sonja: Well, I am very lucky to have my family support and father who has a great basketball experience so I can always count on him. But I think that the most important advice was when he said me that it is time to go abroad. Maybe I was too young but level in Serbia league is every year going down so if I didn’t leave there is a big chance that I would played worse.

LOK@S: Also you had an important support at the club, with Miljana Musovic, the older sister from your Serbia teammate Ivana, how did you both share this experience?

Sonja: Yes, I think that it is much easier if you have somebody from your country in your first year abroad. She came before me so in the begging she was also great support.

LOK@S: Anyway, what has been the hardest part? What have you missed the most?
Sonja: It was my first year abroad so in the begging I missed everything: family, friends, Serbia, Belgrade,…But I think after all it wasn’t so hard like it seemed.

LOK@S: Did you feel that playing out from Serbia was a definitive test for you?

Sonja: Yes, I did, because in mine second season in Serbia I was one of the most valuable players so I needed bigger challenge. 

LOK@S: Your background is at the BC Red Star from Belgrade, one of the most historical clubs worldwide, how is it growing up in such an important club?

Sonja: It was great, even now I am friend with people from there. I pass almost all levels in Red Star, from cadets until seniors and I can just say the best. It is true that it wasn’t always fantastic, but I am very thankful them.

LOK@S: Most than in other countries, I think that in Serbia the team spirit is very important is that one of the main guidelines of baketball in your country?

Sonja: Yes its true. Woman basketball in Serbia isn’t very popular so it’s hard to find sponsors and we don’t have money to bring great players, so there are only two things to make them and to work on team spirit.

LOK@S: While in Serbia basketball is very important, can you tell us why  basketball is such a special sport?

Sonja: Serbian people are very temperament so basketball like very dynamic sport is perfect for them. For long period we were the best and Serbians don’t like to lose, so that was one more reason for great popularity.

LOK@S: You didn’t grow there, as a basketball player and as a person, alone. Your sister Milena shares with you a passion for basketball, now I think that she’s quit competitive basketball to study, do you miss playing with her? I bet you’d have loved to play this year with her in Barcelona?

Sonja: My sister and I were for a long period in everything together, now she quit basketball for studying medicine but off course I would like that we are still together. She doesn’t have to play just to be around me.

LOK@S: Since she’s your older sister, which has been her best piece of advice for you?

Sonja: Well, I can’t now choose one because like older sister she is giving advices all the time. But I think that the thing that I going to be thankful her for ever is that is always protecting me and that is always there for me.
LOK@S: But studies come first, How is she doing with the Medicine career?

Sonja: She is studying medicine and I must say that she is doing great.

LOK@S: Talking about studying and school, how have you managed to study in Barcelona?

Sonja: I didn’t go in school in Barcelona, I am finishing third year of high school now in Belgrade, I don’t have I lot of time because soon my preparations for the national team are starting but I doing it good because the school is also very important part in my life.

LOK@S: At the moment you’re finishing the school year, how are the results so far?

Sonja: Until now I have only  the best marks, but for the most important thing is to finish everything on time.
LOK@S: What can you tell us about the studying programs in Serbia? Which are the main guidelines? Is much different compared to Spain?

Sonja: Serbian school I think is one of the best in the world, maybe we don’t have so good conditions but we learn things for whole life. I think that our high school can compare with some universities in the world. In my family school is very important so I am sure that I am going to finish faculty. Still I am not sure what, I would like maths but that will be very hard.

LOK@S: Having studied English for 12 years in Belgrade, Maths is the career you’d like the most to study?

Sonja: Yes, I studied English for very long time, also learnt Spanish, but my passion are maths, physics and subject like that, so in the future I would like to study something about science. 

LOK@S: About the closest future, this is gonna be a hard year for the youth competitions since this year, besides of the European championship, U18 at your country, there are going to be the World champ U19, and the European U20, do you know at this moment in how many of this competitions are you going to take part?

Sonja: Yes, this year I could play European U18, World U19, European U20, Universiada and senior European. Agreement with people from national federation to play European U18 and World U19, after that I will join seniors and maybe play with them

LOK@S: How are the practices going so far?

Sonja: Now, I am practising alone and I think I doing good progress. Next week my preparations for national team are starting.

LOK@S: How many girls from one of the last year’s two best European U18 teams will come with you? Talking about that team, is Jelena Cerina recovered from her injury?
Sonja: Well after separations from Montenegro there are some changing but not a lot, more or less tam is staying same: Miljkovic, Milovanovic,  Cerina,ivkovic, Ivanovic,…

Jelena is doing great, she recovered she played whole season, not a lot but she win the league with her club Hemofarm and I think she will be a great part of team this summer.

LOK@S: How do you see Serbia’s chances to get… no! Better this way: How many titles are going to get Serbia this summer?

Sonja: I don’t really know, all teams have big chances, U18 has good team but we lost two very important players after separation; we proved that U19 is great generation but on World Champioship almost everybody knows that gold is reserved for USA; U20 is also very good team so will see,anyway I think we will win several medals this year I hope gold.

LOK@S: I hope I’ll see some of them.
For your age you have your own website, who came to you with the idea? 

By the way, there’s a picture on your site that made me wonder…  Do you really sleep with the ball? 

Sonja: My father imagine whole website and he is working on that. Yes I sleep, but only in my mind not in the bad.

 LOK@S: Finally, would there be any chances to see you again Spain next year? 
Sonja: Yes next year I staying in Spain also, I have contract with Barcelona on two years.

LOK@S: What would be a dream come true for you in the years to come?
Sonja: Well, I don’t know because my dream was to go abroad and play in some big club, and I done it. But I can say there are two things one is to one day play in WNBA and another is wining gold with my national team after beating Spain in final.
LOK@S: So it’s true that Serbian people don’t like to lose. Wow! Well, that was all, just let me tell you one more time how grateful I am for you having answered this questions. And once again, let me wish you all the best, not only in basketball because I hope you’ll become a great scientist. You surely deserve it.

Thanks a lot Sonja, you’re great!
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